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Aug. 8, 2012

The Hon. Mark Cady

Chief justice

Iowa Supreme Court

Iowa Judicial Branch Building
1111 East Court Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50319

Dear Justice Cady:

The Towa Freedom of Information Council, as the central

“coordinator of the state’s Expanded Media Coverage program,

requests that the lowa Supreme Court open a discussion info
whether Jowa Court Rules Chapter 25 should be updated to better
reflect new technology and newsgathering practices.

At a meeting of lowa judges and journalists held in Des Moines
earlier this year, discussion turned quickly to the fact that both
groups have been wrestling with how to accommodate the reality
of new media within the current EMC rules. While there haven’t
been any serious problems thus far (primarily because of the
flexibility shown by Iowa’s judges and a shared recognition of the
value of an open judicial system), issues have been addressed on
an ad hoc basis. The current rules were adopted in 1979; a 2006
amendment dealt only with coverage of the appellate courts.

Judges and regional EMC coordinators are dealing with blogging,
live chats and Tweeting from the courtroom,; still cameras that
shoot HD video; photos from cell phone cameras or other
electronic devices such as tablets; live streaming of court
proceedings onto the web; the current limits on the number of
devices allowed in the courtroom, and the definition of who
qualifies as a member of the “news media” for purposes of EMC.

We would wclcbme the opportunity to work with the judiciary to
address these issues.

' Sincegely,

Kathleen Richardsol:

Executive secretary, lowa Freedom of Information Council
And central coordinator, Expanded Media Coverage program

“There are more instances of the abridgement of the freedom of expression by gradual and silent
encroachments of those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations.” Jamins Mapison, 1778




