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607A.1  Declaration of  Policy

“It is the policy of  this state that all persons be selected at random from a fair cross section of  the 
population of  the area served by the court, and that a person shall have both the opportunity in 
accordance with the provisions of  law to be considered for jury service in this state and the obligation to 
serve as a juror when selected.” 

Why Modernize?

Maintain integrity of the jury selection process, ensuring fair representation of 
Iowa communities.
Improve convenience to citizens who are summoned for civic duty of jury service.
Increase the efficiencies, capabilities, and effectiveness of jury management for 
court administration.
Maintain statistics on the composition of juries pools, i.e., age, gender, race.
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“Part of  the judicial branch effort to deliver 
justice to all Iowans includes a modernization 
of  the jury system. We are doing this in three 
ways. 

First, we provide training for judges on 
implicit bias and identify ways for judges 
to help jurors recognize the impact of  
implicit bias.  
Second, we have started planning to 
modernize our jury management software 

•

•

to give greater assurance that randomly 
selected jury pools represent a fair cross-
section of  each community.  

Third, we will begin to collect and maintain 
data on the racial composition of  juries.   
This internal data will help us determine if  the 
jury selection process we use could be further 
improved.”

Chief  Justice Mark Cady
2016 Condition of  the Judiciary

•

Selecting Iowa Juries by the Numbers:

Every year, on average, 220,000 Iowans are identified for jury pools.
Every year, on average, 140,000 Iowans are summoned for jury service.
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Governor’s Working Group on Criminal Justice Policy Reform Final Recommendations, 
November 6, 2015

“The Judicial Branch should... 

consider adopting new jury management software which will be more likely to generate jury pools which 
reflect a fair cross-section of  the community...
begin collecting and maintaining statistics regarding the racial composition of  jury pools.”

•

•

First Steps


