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The Children and Family Law (CAFL) Division provides legal
representation to children and indigent parents in child welfare
matters, including care and protection proceedings, children in need
of services cases (CHINS), actions to terminate parental rights, state
agency-sponsored guardianships, and any other child custody
proceeding where the Department of Children and Families (DCF) is a
party or where the court is considering granting custody to DCF. In
Massachusetts, both children and indigent parents have a right to
representation by counsel in child welfare cases. See G. L.c. 119, §
29 and Dep’t of Public Welfare v. J.K.B., 379 Mass. 1 (1979).
Representation is provided by a panel of private court appointed

attorneys and by staff attorneys in our Boston, Brockton, Lowell,
Pittsfield, Salem, Springfield and Worcester offices.

Admission onto the CAFL trial panel is by application only and
requires satisfactory completion of a 5-day training program
combining substantive law and trial skills. See CAFL Trial Panel
Certification Requirements. Upon completion of the trial certification

training, attorneys are assigned to an experienced CAFL attorney for
mentoring and support. Regional Coordinators also are available to

provide advice and technical assistance to CAFL attorneys.
Admission to the CAFL appellate panel requires application and
completion of our appellate training program. See CAFL Appellate
Panel Certification Requirements.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE CAFL APPELLATE
TRAINING

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE NOV/DEC CAFL TRIAL
PANEL CERTIFICATION TRAINING IN BOSTON

NOVEMBER 1-4, 2010 NITA TRIAL SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAM -
CLICK HERE FOR APPLICATION

SEPTEMBER 2010 TRAINING: WHOSE CASE IS THIS, ANYWAY? How
to Tackle Jurisdiction and Placement Issues in
Interstate Child Welfare Cases

CAFL Summer 2010 Newsletter
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rial Panel

News Attorneys who wish to be certified to accept trial level state intervention
assignments must complete an application for Children and Family Law (CAFL)
trial panel certification. Applications are available from the CAFL Certification
NewsletterLegislative Coordinator and are published periodically in the MCLE catalogue.

HighlightsAdministration
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Defender LinksPublic Defender Accepted trial panel applicants must complete a five-day trial panel certification-
DivisionPrivate Counsel training course. Thereafter, attorneys must work with a mentor assigned by the
CAFL program.
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Once certified for the trial panel, attorneys must maintain certification through the
HealthSex Offender Registry annual completion of 8 hours approved continuing legal education on a fiscal year
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basis. The fiscal year begins on July 1 and concludes on June 30. Newly certified
trial panel attorneys are expected to satisfy the continuing education requirement
in the fiscal year subsequent to the year certification was received.

Continuing legal education requirements may be satisfied by attendance of 8
hours of legal education at CAFL sponsored trainings, through MCLE or in various
regions throughout the Commonwealth, the CPCS Annual Training or equivalent
training programs. To obtain credit for attending such an equivalent program,
submit a request for approval together with a comprehensive description of the
program, including its length and a syllabus describing contents and faculty, to the
CAFL Certification Coordinator. Attorneys are urged to seek approval prior to
attending programs.

CLE certificates or proofs of attendance must be filed with the CAFL Certification
Coordinator on or before June 30 of each fiscal year by mailing certificates or
proofs of attendance to Rita Caso, CAFL Certification Coordinator, CPCS, 44
Bromfield Street, Boston, MA 02108.

Certification:
Attorneys who are fully certified and whose certifications are in good standing may
accept assignments of care and protection cases, CHINS cases, termination of

parental rights cases, and child custody cases in which there is state intervention.

Performance Requirements:

Attorneys who accept State Intervention/Child Custody and CHINS cases must
represent their clients at all trial proceedings. Trial counsel is responsible for
appellate proceedings until such time as appellate counsel is assigned by CPCS
and enters an appearance. By accepting assignments on these cases attorneys
agree to abide by the CPCS Performance Standards Governing Representation of
Children and Parents in State Intervention and Parental Rights Termination
Cases.

Appellate Assignments:

Locations\ Contact Us

Contact UsAdministrative OfficePublic

Defender OfficesCAFL OfficesBar

Advocates OfficesMassachusetts

Home Page
CPCS Home

he Commonwealth of Massachusetts

An attorney must be separately certified to receive appellate assignments for
these cases.

Committee for Public Counsel Services
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Attorneys who wish to be certified to accept assignments for appeals of CAFL
cases must be approved for training and meet the requirements set forth below.

Training Requirements:

Attorneys certified by CPCS to take trial level CAFL appointments, must attend
the one day course "Appealing CPCS Children and Family Law Cases."

Attorneys who are not certified by CPCS to take trial level appointments for
children and family law cases must attend the one day course "Appealing CPCS
Children and Family Law Cases," and the three-day portion of the trial panel
certification course concerning substantive law. The two-day trial skills portion of
the trial panel certification course is not required.

Appointment Requirements:

To maintain certification, attorneys must accept at least one CAFL appellate
appointment within the fiscal year of the initial certification training. Thereafter,
attorneys must accept at least one CAFL appellate appointment every three fiscal
years. Attorneys who do not satisfy these requirements may be removed from the
panel at the discretion of the CAFL Director of Appeals.

Minimum Qualifications:

1. Two years of legal experience in the field of state intervention law or substantial
appellate experience.

2. Demonstrated proficiency in legal research and writing.

Application Procedure:

Applications are available from the CAFL certification coordinator. Applicants must
send in a completed application, a resume, two legal writing samples, and two
references from individuals who have knowledge of the applicant’s qualifications,
character, integrity, thoroughness and research and writing abilities.

CPCS will notify applicants of whether they have been accepted for training. Upon
acceptance for training, attorneys will be given a schedule of training programs.

Performance Requirements:

Provisional Certification:

Attorneys who are accepted for certification are provisionally certified through the
filing of at least their first two appellate briefs and oral arguments, if any. For each
appellate assignment, the provisionally certified attorney must work with a mentor
who will review transcripts to identify appellate issues and research strategy, edit
drafts of briefs prior to submission, authorize the filing of the brief, help the
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Locations\ Contact Us provisionally certified attorney prepare for oral argument and for other issues
related to the appeal.

Contact UsAdministrative OfficePublic

Defender OfficesCAFL OfficesBar After the provisionally-certified attorney completes two briefs, the mentor will
report to CPCS regarding the work of the provisionally-certified attorney. The

Advocates OfficesMassachusetts ' . . - 24
CAFL Director of Appeals will determine whether the provisionally certified

Home Page attorney (a) may be certified and permitted to take additional appellate
CPCS Home assignments without supervision of a mentor, (b) may be permitted to take one or

two additional children and family law appellate assignments with continued
mentor supervision or (¢) may not be certified and may not take additional
appellate assignments.

Performance Requirements:

By accepting assignments for children and family law appeals attorneys must
abide by the CPCS Performance Standards for Civil Appellate Practice. Copies of
the Standards may be obtained from the CPCS Training Unit. The Standards are
also contained in the CPCS Manual for Assigned Counsel.

Attorneys must submit copies of all briefs filed to the Children and Family Law
program, or if the case is closed before briefing, must notify the Children and
Family Law program of the reason the appellate assignment closed.
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