Greetings Bar Applicants,


We write to inform you of a few items as you prepare for the bar examination.

First, the Iowa Board of Law Examiners has reserved a block of rooms at the Hotel Fort Des Moines, 1000 Walnut St., Des Moines, IA 50309.  40 rooms are reserved for Sunday, February 22 and Monday, February 23.  30 rooms are reserved for Tuesday, February 24.      


The rates are:


Guest Rooms – Single through Quad Rate: $109.00


Corp. Suites – Single through Quad Rate: $129.00


If you would like to reserve a room for the exam period, please call the Hotel Fort Des Moines at 515-243-1161 and ask for the Iowa Board of Law Examiners block of rooms.


Second, please take special note.  There will be a MANDATORY orientation and registration session Monday, February 23.  The Orientation will take place from 1:00 – 1:45 p.m., with registration to follow from 1:45 through 3:30 p.m.  This is MANDATORY.  Failure to attend and register will have serious consequences.  We do not have the time or the personnel to register applicants on Tuesday morning.  Applicants who do not appear for the orientation will either be denied admission to the exam or will likely be registered on the clock on Tuesday as our time permits.  This applies regardless of whether you are taking the examination under standard or nonstandard conditions.


Third, as you know, Iowa has its share of inclement weather.  The bar examination will be given as scheduled regardless of weather conditions.  It is in your best interests to get to Des Moines and the examination site ahead of schedule if adverse winter weather threatens.


Fourth, please notify us immediately if there has been any change to your contact information, including your email address.


Fifth, you have an ongoing duty to supplement your application.  For example, if you have had any arrests or citations that were not on your application, they must be reported as soon as possible.


Sixth, if you decide you are not going to take the examination, please notify us as soon as possible, preferably in writing.  


Finally, notification letters as to whether you are eligible to sit for the exam will be sent out January 23, 2009.  These letters will also note any outstanding matters that may affect your eligibility to sit for the examination or to be admitted to the Iowa bar.


Best of luck as you prepare for the exam!

