
IN THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF IOWA

	IN RE  IMPLEMENTATION OF COST SAVING MEASURES FOR THE 

8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

	SUPERVISORY

O R D E R





The Chief Justice of the Iowa Supreme Court has entered two Supervisory Orders which provide guidance regarding measures to be taken to improve efficiency, eliminate waste and otherwise address the expected shortfall in revenue for the State of Iowa through the remainder of FY2009 and FY2009-2010.


The court has determined a reduction in working staff is not feasible at this time but has mandated the closure of clerk of court offices on February 16, 2009, and has required a reduction of travel by judicial branch employees and judicial officers.  Judge and court reporter travel expenditures are to be reduced by 60% for the remainder of FY2009 and juvenile court services travel expenditures are to be reduced by 25% for the same period.


To assist in achieving these goals, Iowa Court Rules 22.6 and 22.8 have been suspended.  Judicial officers’ and court reporters’ domiciles in the Eighth Judicial District have been updated by a Supervisory Order of February 5, 2009.  In order to further reach the established goals, a new rotation for judicial officers should be established and the frequency of court service days should be reduced.


In addition, unless venue is in a county with a resident judge, criminal cases in which speedy trial has been waived, including the one-year speedy trial deadline, or in which a speedy trial deadline is not imminent, shall be continued and not tried unless the defendant is currently in custody.  


In cases in which a civil jury has been scheduled in counties where the presiding judge does not reside, litigants will be offered the opportunity to move the trial to the county of the judge’s residence.  If the litigants decline to move the trial, or in the event courtroom space is unavailable in the county of the presiding judge’s residence, the trial will be continued for the balance of the fiscal year or until the current budgetary crisis subsides, as identified by order of the Iowa Supreme Court.  Non-jury civil and criminal matters shall be moved and tried in the county where the presiding judge resides.  If the presiding judge is not available, the case may be tried by any judge who is available.  Parties and counsel will be required to travel to the domicile of the available judge for trial.  On all days of unpaid leave for court staff, all judicial officers shall work in their chambers in the county of their domicile.  

Any jury trial which is relocated to the resident county of the presiding judge shall be tried to a jury selected from the jury pool in the county where the trial occurs.


In accordance with the Supervisory Order and Iowa Code Section 4.1(34), when the last day for the commencement of an action or proceeding, the filing of a pleading or motion in a pending action or proceeding, or the perfecting of an appeal falls on a day on which the clerk of court is closed, in whole or in part, pursuant to the authority of the Iowa Supreme Court, the time shall be extended to include the next day that the office of the clerk of court is open.  If a deadline imposed by statute or rule for issuing an order conducting a hearing, or sending notice falls on a day that the clerk of district court is closed by the Supervisory Order, the time period for such action shall be extended until 4:30 p.m. of the next day the clerk of court is open.


In counties in which February 16, 2009 is a scheduled court service day, all matters currently scheduled, including hearings, shall be moved to a subsequent court service day in a manner which does not interfere with the orderly conduct of judicial business.


All judicial officers, with the exception of those who preside over juvenile court matters and who are vital to the maintenance of the one-judge-one-family concept, shall only travel outside of their county of domicile for court service days, specially assigned trial assignments, and criminal trials in which constitutional concerns are implicated.  All civil bench trials and criminal bench trials, if any, shall be held in the county of the presiding judge’s residence.  

Specifically, there shall be no travel on any business day preceding a court service day for the purpose of reviewing files in preparation of presiding over court service day matters.  In addition, court reporters shall not travel from their county of domicile, except as a result of the supervisory order pooling court reporters.  If a court reporter is not on assignment, he or she shall report to the courthouse in their domicile at 8:00 a.m. each business day and shall maintain a regular work schedule through 4:30 p.m. each day.  If assigned, the judge to whom the reporter is assigned shall determine the work schedule for the day.

With regard to hearings pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 229 and 125, involving mental health and substance abuse commitments, the deadline for conducting such hearings is hereby extended until 4:30 p.m. on the next day the office of the clerk of court is open.  Commitment hearings scheduled on unpaid leave days shall be continued to the next business day.  If a future unpaid leave day falls on a Friday, hearings scheduled on that day may be moved to the preceding Thursday following a review on a case-by-case basis.  


With regard to domestic abuse emergency matters, pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 236, all district and district associate judges in the Eighth Judicial District are designated to grant relief in domestic abuse emergency cases on unpaid leave days in the manner normally followed during non-business hours.  Any domestic abuse hearings scheduled on a day when the clerk of court’s office is closed for regular court business, the hearing shall be continued to the following day.


When the deadline for a juvenile detention or shelter care hearing and order falls on a day the clerk’s offices are closed for unpaid leave, the deadline for the detention or shelter care hearing and order shall be extended to 4:30 p.m. the next day the office of the clerk of court is open.  Detention and shelter care hearings shall not be conducted on the unpaid leave days.  If a future unpaid leave day falls on a Friday, detention or shelter care hearings scheduled for that day may be moved to the preceding Thursday following a review on a case-by-case basis.


The offices of juvenile court service shall be closed on unpaid leave days, commencing on February 16, 2009.  Pursuant to the Supervisory Order of the Supreme Court requiring all non-judicial court employees to take unpaid leave on February 16 and perhaps on other days during the remainder of the FY2009, juvenile court officers and staff of juvenile court services shall not be on call, using pagers or cell phones on the unpaid leave days between 12:01 a.m. and 11:49 p.m.  There shall be no expectation that juvenile court officers will be available to receive calls at home or elsewhere while on unpaid leave.


The following rotation schedule for trials and court service days are hereby adopted, effective immediately, in an effort to implement appropriate cost-saving measures as directed by the Iowa Supreme Court.
DATED this _____ day of February, 2009.

           



            
__________________________________

JAMES Q. BLOMGREN

                         



CHIEF JUDGE 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Exhibit “A” Supervisory Order 2009

2009 Court Service Day Schedule

Sub-District 8A – District Court

Appanoose County – Judge Dan Wilson


Court Service Day – every Monday starting February 9, 2009

Davis County – Judge Dan Wilson


Court Service Day – every other Friday starting February 13, 2009

Jefferson County – Judge Michael Mullins


Court Service Day – first three Mondays of the month starting February 9, 2009


 March 2, March 9, March 16, April 6, April 13, April 20, May 4, May 11, May 18,


June 1, June 8, June 15

Keokuk County – Judge Joel Yates


Court Service Day – every other Friday starting February 13, 2009

Mahaska County – Judge James Q. Blomgren


Court Service Day – every Friday starting February 13, 2009


Criminal Court Service Day – once a month – starting February 19, 2009


March 25, April 22, May 20, and June 24

Monroe County – Judge Annette Scieszinski


Court Service Day – every other Monday starting February 9, 2009

Poweshiek County – Judge Joel Yates


Court Service Day – first three Mondays of the month starting February 9, 2009


March 2, March 9, March 16, April 6, April 13, April 20, May 4, May 11, May 18, 


June 1, June 8, and June 15

Van Buren County – Judge Richard Meadows


Court Service Day – every other Friday starting February 20, 2009

Wapello County – Judge Richard Meadows


Court Service Day – every Monday starting February 23, 2009


Second Judge – Judge Annette Scieszinski – every other Monday starting March 2, 2009


Second Judge – Judge James Q. Blomgren – every other Monday starting February 9, 2009

Washington County – Judge Michael Mullins


Court Service Day – every Friday starting February 20, 2009

Sub-District 8A – Associate Court

Juvenile Court – Associate Juvenile Judge William Owens

Appanoose, Davis, Jefferson, Monroe, Wapello Counties
 

Will continue to operate as scheduled.

Appanoose County – District Associate Judge Kirk Daily

Court Service - Every other Friday starting February 20, 2009

Jefferson County – District Associate Judge Lucy Gamon


Court Service - Every other Friday starting February 13, 2009

Keokuk County – District Associate Judge Lucy Gamon


Court Service - Every Monday starting February 23, 2009


Juvenile Court - Every other Friday starting February 20, 2009

Mahaska County – District Associate Judge Michael Stewart


Court Service – Every Monday starting February 23, 2009


Juvenile Court – Every Thursday staring February 26, 2009

Monroe County – District Associate Judge Kirk Daily


Court Service - Second Friday of each month starting February 13, 2009


March 13, April 10, May 8, June 12, 2009

Poweshiek County – District Associate Judge Michael Stewart


Court Service – Every Friday starting February 13, 2009

Van Buren County – District Associate Judge Gary Noneman


Court Service & Juvenile Court – Every other Tuesday starting February 10, 2009


February 24, March 10, March 24, April 7, April 21, May 5 (only once this month)


June 2 and June 16, 2009

Wapello County - District Associate Judge Kirk Daily


Court Service – Every Wednesday and Thursday starting February 11 and 12, 2009

Washington County – District Associate Judge Lucy Gamon


Court Service – Every Wednesday and Thursday starting February 11 and 12, 2009

Sub-District 8B

District Court

January 3, 2009 thru March 13, 2009

Des Moines County – Judge Bill Dowell and Judge John Linn


Court Service – Every Monday

Henry County – Judge Danielson


Court Service – Every Monday starting February 9, 2009

will absorb 1 day of Associate Court Criminal work from Judge Dean

North Lee County – Judge Michael Schilling


Court Service – Every Friday starting February 13, 2009

South Lee County – Judge Mary Ann Brown


Court Service – Every other Monday starting February 9, 2009


February 23, March 9, 2009

Louisa County – Judge Danielson 


Court Service – Every other Friday starting February 13, 2009


February 27, March 13, March 27, April 10, April 24, May 8, May 22, June 

5, and June 19, 2009

March 14, 2009 thru May 22, 2009

Des Moines County – Judge Mary Ann Brown and Judge John Linn


Court Service – Every Monday 

Henry County – Judge Cynthia Danielson


Court Service – Every Monday 

North Lee County – Judge Michael Schilling


Court Service – Every Friday 

South Lee County – Judge William Dowell


Court Service – Every other Monday starting March 23, 2009.


April 6, April 20, May 4, May 18, 2009

Louisa County – Judge Cynthia Danielson

 Court Service – Every other Friday 

May 23, 2009 through July 31, 2009

Des Moines County – Judge William Dowell and Judge John Linn


Court Service – Every Monday

Henry County – Judge Cynthia Danielson


Court Service – Every Monday

North Lee County – Judge Michael Schilling


Court Service – Every Friday

South Lee County – Judge Mary Ann Brown


Court Service – Every other Monday starting June 1, June 15, June 29, July 13 and July 27, 2009

Sub-District 8B

District Associte Court

Des Moines County - District Associate Judge Mark Kruse 

         District Associate Judge Michael Dieterich

         Associate Court, Juvenile Court, Magistrate Court and Small Claims

Henry County – District Associate Judge Emily Dean – Criminal Court Service 


Every other Wednesday starting February 11, 2009, February 25, 

March 11, March 25, April 15, April 29, May 13, May 27, June 3, and June 10, 2009. 


Also presides over Associate jury trials


District Associate Michael Dieterich – Juvenile Court Service  

Starting Friday February 20, 2009, March 6, March 20, April 3, April 17, May 1, May 15, May 29, June 12 and June 26, 2009

North Lee County – District Associate Judge Emily Dean

  Associate Court, Magistrate Court, Juvenile Court and Small Claims

South Lee County – District Associate Judge Gary Noneman


    Associate Court, Magistrate Court, Juvenile Court and Small Claims


    Note:  Van Buren County Court Service and Juvenile Court

  
    held twice a month

Louisa County – District Associate Judge Mark Kruse


Criminal Court Service and Juvenile Court starting February 9, February 18, March 2,

 March 16, April 6,  April 22, May 4, May 18, June 3, 2009


Also presides over Associate jury trials 

1

