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Public Comment Period
December 20, 2019, to February 20, 2020

CHAPTER 23
TIME STANDARDS FOR CASE PROCESSING FILED

DEC 20 2013

Rule 23.1 Time standards— ; considerations
Rule 23.2 Trial scheduling consistent with time standards ME COURT
Rule 23.3 Estate-Case processing time standards CLERK SUPRE
Rule 23.4 Juvenile-standardsMeasuring performance
Rule 23.5 Forms for implementing time standards
Form 1: Notice of Civil Trial-Setting Conference
Form 2: Trial Scheduling and Discovery Plan
Form 3: Trial Scheduling and Discovery Plan for Expedited Civil Action
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December 20, 2019, to February 20, 2020

CHAPTER 23
TIME STANDARDS FOR CASE PROCESSING

Rule 23.1 Time standards— c0n51derat10ns. The tlme standards eeﬁ!e&med—m—ﬂvds—ehapter—afe

me —establish case processing goals, not
strict deadlines, to guide case schedulmg and management A case will not be dismissed for failure
to reach a disposition within the time standards. If a time standard conflicts with a statute or court
rule, that statute or court rule will govern.

Rule 23.2 Trial schedulihg consistent with time standards. The-time-standards—commenece

a. Case processing time. Case processing time is measured in days from the date a case is filed

to the date it reaches a disposition—including judgment, acquittal, dismissal, or sentencing—
unless other measures are defined in rule 23.3.

b. Trial start. Court administration will initially schedule cases to start trial as soon as possible
oiven the nature of the case and the court’s calendar, but not less than 30 days prior to the standard
for disposing of 98% of the cases for the specified case type.

c. Later trial start. Upon motion of a party who establishes good cause for scheduling a later
trial start date. a court may grant a trial start date that will not be more than 90 days beyond the
standard for disposing 98% of the cases for that case type.
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Rule 23.3 Estate-Case Processing Time Standards.

[New time standards]

Case Types

% of cases to be disposed within the following
time standards

1. Felonies
Case processing time: days from filing of an
indictment or trial information to disposition
(judgment, acquittal, dismissal, or sentencing)

75% within 120 days
90% within 180 days
98% within 365 days

2. Indictable Misdemeanors 75% within 90 days
Case processing time: days from filing of an 90% within 180 days
indictment or trial information to disposition 98% within 270 days
(judgment, acquittal, dismissal, or sentencing)

3. Simple Misdemeanors 75% within 60 days
Case processing time: days from filing of a 90% within 90 days
cgmplaint to disposit.ion (judgment, acquittal, 98% within 180 days
dismissal, or sentencing)

4. Scheduled Traffic; Ordinance Violations 75% within 30 days

90% within 60 days
98% within 90 days

5. Post-Conviction Relief; Habeas Corpus

75% within 180 days
98% within 365 days

6. Expedited Civil Actions

90% within 270 days
98% within 365 days

7. Regular Civil

75% within 180 days

11. Probate: Estates without Administration

90% within 365 days
98% within 540 days
8. Complex Civil: Medical Malpractice;
Professional Malpractice; Product Liability; | 90% within 540 days
Business Court; other cases declared 98% within 730 days
complex
9. Domestic: Dissolution; Custody; Paternity; 75% within 120 days
Support 90% within 180 days
98% within 365 days
10. Domestic Abuse Protection Orders 90% within 15 days
98% within 30 days
75% within 90 days

90% within 120 days
98% within 180 days

12. Probate: Estates with Administration

75% within 365 days
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Case Types % of cases to be disposed within the following
time standards
90% within 540 days
98% within 730 days
13. Guardianships; Conservatorships 98% within 90 days

Case processing time: days from filing to
appointment

14. Civil Commitments

Case processing time: days from petition to
decision on commitment

98% within 15 days

15. Small Claims; Infractions 75% within 60 days
90% within 90 days
98% within 180 days
16. Landlord-Tenant: Forcible Entry; Eviction | 90% within 10 days
98% within 30 days
17. Juvenile: Delinquency, youth in detention 75% within 30 days
C'ase p.r(.)cessing time: days from petition to 90% within 45 days
disposition 98% within 90 days
18. Juvenile: Delinquency, youth not in 75% within 60 days
detention 90% within 90 days
Case processing time: days from petition to 98% within 150 days
disposition

19. Juvenile: Child in Need of Assistance;
Family in Need of Assistance

Adjudicatory Hearing:
98% within 90 days of removal
Permanency Hearing:
75% within 270 days of removal
98% within 360 days of removal

20. Juvenile: Termination of Parental Rights
Case processing time: days from termination
petition to disposition

90% within 120 days
98% within 180 days

Rule 23.4 Juwml&st&nd&rds Measurmg Performance.
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The State Court Administrator will develop statistical reports that measure each judicial district’s
performance in meeting the time standards established in rule 23.3.

Rule 23.5 Forms for implementing time standards.
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