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CLERK SUPREME COURT
In the Iowa Supreme Court

In the Matter of Adoption of
Amendments to Chapters 31, 34,
37, 38, 42, and 45 in Division III, Order
Professional Regulation, of the
Iowa Court Rules

The Iowa Supreme Court Office of Professional Regulation recommends
amendments to chapters 31, 34, 37, 38, 42, and 45 contained in Division III of
the Iowa Court Rules. The lowa Supreme Court adopts the amendments provided

with this order.

The court highlights the following changes included in these amendments:

e Chapter 31. Class “D” felonies are added to the list of matters in
which law students may appear. The State Public Defender
requested this amendment to promote more efficient handling of
public defender caseloads. All student attorneys must be under
the direct supervision of a licensed Iowa attorney whose presence
is required at the proceeding.

e Chapter 34. In rule 34.24, an internal court rule reference is
removed. In rule 34.26, the continuing legal education
requirements for attorney reinstatement from administrative
suspension are clarified.

e Chapter 37. The Commission on the Unauthorized Practice of
Law (Commission) recommended a clarification to rule 37.1(2) on
who may be designated administrator of the Commission.

The Iowa State Bar Association’s Business Law Section and other
stakeholders recommended a rule change to allow nonattorneys
to assist clients to file Corporate Transparency Act Beneficial
Ownership Information (BOI) reports with the U.S. Department
of the Treasury. New rule 37.6 clarifies that it is not the
unauthorized practice of law for nonattorneys to assist clients in
preparing, filing, or determining whether to file, BOI reports.

e Chapter 38. The Commission on the Unauthorized Practice of
Law (Commission) recommended several amendments to chapter
38 regarding the Commission’s rules of procedure. Rule 38.4(1)
is amended to clarify that electronic participation in Commission
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meetings is permitted. Rule 38.6(4) is amended to allow the
administrator to conduct a preliminary investigation prior to
presenting the complaint to the Commission.
Rule 38.7 is amended to allow the Commission to notify the
respondent of the closing of a complaint and to reopen a file is
new information becomes available.

e Chapter 42. Rule 42.7(1)(a) is amended to remove reference to a
reinstatement fee for inactive practitioners.

e Chapter 45. Chapter 45 addresses client trust account rules.
Rule 45.2(3) provides a list of the records attorneys must keep for
each client trust account. Amendments include amending the
reference to “check registers” to “receipt and disbursement
journal” to more accurately describe the record attorneys must
maintain. Amendments to rule 45.2(3)(q)(8) provide the
components of the record attorneys must keep for electronic
transfers.

The amendments provided with this order are effective immediately.

Dated this 9th day of September, 2024.

The Iowa Supreme Court
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By:

Susan Larson Christensen, Chief Justice





