
Iowa Judicial Branch FY 19 Budget Request 
 
FY 18 Appropriation for operations:    $175,686,612  
 
For the second consecutive year, the Judicial Branch implemented a hiring freeze, held open judicial vacancies, deferred technology projects, and instituted a 
moratorium on the expansion of specialty courts in order to balance the budget.  There are 68 vacant positions due to the freeze increasing the number of unfilled 
positions to 115, including 11 judicial officers.  The FY 19 budget request does not include funding for an additional 67 positions eliminated last year.  In total, the 
Iowa Judicial Branch has 10% fewer employees than in FY 17.  

Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Request Requirements Purpose Requested 
amount 

Delivery of Essential Services in all 99 Counties 
• Fill 115 vacant positions, including 11 judicial 

officers, and 20 juvenile court officers 
• Continued operation of 47 specialty courts 

 
 

 Statutory 
 Constitutional 
 Unduplicated 
 

 

Judicial Branch employees in courthouses across Iowa provide the 
following services: collect fines, fees and restitution, assist Iowans with 
their legal disputes, maintain all documents filed with the court, schedule 
all proceedings, assist jurors, keep the official record of all proceedings, 
and provide the ongoing maintenance and support of eFile, online fine 
payment and Iowa Courts Online.  Judges resolve Iowans’ legal disputes. 
Juvenile Court Officers target criminogenic behaviors using the Iowa 
delinquency assessment.  Increasing the dosage of evidenced based 
practices creates a reduction in recidivism, safer neighborhoods, and 
productive individuals, families, and communities. 
 

$6,755,291 

 

Access to Court Records & Protection of Personal 
Information 

• Information security and infrastructure projects 
including cybersecurity framework 

• Statewide conversion of historic paper inventory 
to digital storage 

• Online access to justice portal 
• Enhanced jury management software 

 

 Statutory 
 Constitutional 
 Unduplicated 
 

 

The Judicial Branch has an obligation to protect the personal information 
of Iowans in the over 20 million documents filed and stored 
electronically.  Whether from a security breach or a natural disaster, any 
disruption to the case management system and eFile system will impact 
operations and the ability of the Judicial Branch to provide justice.  Any 
disruption would greatly affect judges, all other court personnel, the 
public, attorneys, and numerous state agencies. The continued operation 
of the Judicial Branch depends on the ability to replicate IT systems and 
data in real time. 
 

$6,500,000 
 

 

Specialty Courts Study 
• Evaluate the structure and practices of existing 

specialty courts to replicate the services statewide 
 

 Statutory 
 Constitutional 
 Unduplicated 

 

Conduct an independent review and assessment of all 47 specialty courts. 
Evaluate existing specialty courts to ensure they are following evidence-
based practices and maximizing cost effectiveness.  

$85,424 

Evaluate Digital Audio Recording in targeted 
District Associate Courts 

• Evaluate digital audio recording in targeted 
courtrooms to address court reporter shortage  

 

 Statutory 
 Unduplicated 
 

 

This targeted program is not to remove court reporters from the 
courtroom but to fill in the gaps where there are scheduled court 
proceedings but no court reporters to make the record.  The Iowa Code 
requires court reporters to keep the official record of hearings and court 
proceedings.  There are 6 court reporter positions that have been vacant 
for over one year and 12 total current court reporter vacancies.   

$500,000 

Total Operations Request   $13,840,715 
Total Operations Budget   $189,527,327 
% Increase   7.9% 

*The FY 18 appropriation of $3.1 million for the Jury and Witness Fund is not included in this information.  


