
Iowa Business Specialty Court

Benefits of the Iowa Business Court

The primary aim of the Iowa Business Specialty Court is to move complex 
business or commercial litigation cases through the court system more 
expeditiously, lowering costs for litigants and the court system.

Based on the success of the business court, we are looking for ways to continually grow the 
court’s docket. In addition to the existing joint consent procedure requiring all parties to agree to 
the transfer, any party may now move for a case to be transferred to the court. This new 
procedure makes it easier to bring a case into the business court, freeing up more of the general 
docket and allowing parties to more easily take advantage of business court benefits.

All parties involved in the business court, from businesses to attorneys to judges to Iowans as 
a whole, reap the benefits of this specialty court. Businesses and attorneys benefit from having 
judges assigned to their cases who have particular experience and expertise in business litigation, 
resulting in enhanced consistency, predictability, and accuracy of decisions. Judges benefit from 
the development of specialized judicial expertise to be shared with their colleagues. Nonbusiness 
case dockets benefit from the removal of time-consuming, complex business cases from the 
general docket. All Iowans benefit from a more attractive and cost-effective environment for the 
resolution of complex business disputes.

Types and Status of Iowa Business Court Case Filings

New Business Court Procedures

Since its inception in 2013 as a pilot program, the Iowa Business Specialty Court has accepted
63 cases. To bring a case before the business court, the case must have damages totaling 
$200,000 or more or claims involving primarily injunctive or declaratory belief and meet one or 
more of the following criteria:

Trade Secrets, Non-Compete,
Confidentiality 

Anti-Trust or 
Securities

Internal Affairs of a
Business

Business Tort
Claims

Shareholder Derivative or 
Commercial Class Action

Technology Licensing
Agreement

Commercial Real
Property

Commercial Bank
Transactions

Business Transactions – e.g.,
Breach of Contract


