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D6 Mediation Procedures 
January 15, 2021 

 

 D6 has a mandatory mediation requirement in all family law cases (dissolution and 

custody).  The plan and process for mandatory mediation in all D6 family law cases is set out 

below: 

OVERVIEW OF D6 MANDATORY MEDIATION PROCESS 

1) When a Petition is filed in a dissolution (CDDM) or custody (DRCV) case, the clerk issues 

the D6 Family Law Requirements Order (FLRO).  Attachment A is the FLRO for cases with 

children; Attachment B – FLRO for cases without children. 

2) Paragraph III of the FLRO specifically addresses the mediation requirement.  It states: 

“In agreement with Iowa Code Section 598.7, both you and the other person 
must participate in a mediation session with a mediator within 120 days after 
service of the original notice and petition, or by ____________________.  You 
and the other person may, and are encouraged to choose your own mediator.  If 
you cannot agree on a mediator before any required mediation session, your 
default mediator shall be _____________________.  For a complete list of the 
court’s roster of mediators from which you can choose, go to the website 
http://wwwmediateiowa.org. 
 
“Each of you shall individually call the mediator you have chosen together or the 
default mediator, if you do not agree, to make a joint appointment.  You both 
shall directly call the mediator of your choice or the default mediator to make an 
appointment before the date listed above.  The mediator will help you discuss 
your concerns and possible settlement options in your case, but the mediator 
will NOT give you legal advice or make any decisions for you.  One mediation 
session is required, but you may find that attending additional sessions will help 
you resolve your case.  Mediation may not be appropriate when there has been 
physical or emotional abuse.  If mediation is not appropriate, you can request a 
waiver or excuse from the Court.  Please discuss any concerns about this with 
your attorney or with your mediator.  No Contact Orders can be changed to 
permit attending mediation, if mediation is appropriate.  An application for 
waiver of mediation can be obtained from the Clerk of Court. 
 
“You must attend an initial mediation session by the above date set by the Court, 
unless you ask the Court in writing to reset the date.  You are free to continue 
mediation after the initial session.  You are not legally bound by any agreements 
made in mediation until the agreements are put into writing, reviewed by your 
attorneys, if you have them, signed by both parties, and then approved by the 
Court.  Written agreements should be signed outside of mediation, unless both 
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parties are represented by attorneys and the attorneys are present during the 
mediation.  The Court has the final authority to approve or not approve all or any 
part of a settlement.  Any agreement, either full or partial, reached at mediation 
must be submitted to the Court for review and approval no later than 30 days 
following the conclusion of mediation, or 48 hours prior to any scheduled 
proceeding to which the agreement relates, whichever date is earlier.   
 
“The cost of mediation is to be divided between you and the other person in the 
case, but if you believe you cannot afford to pay a mediator, you can ask the 
Court to allow you to pay on a reduced fee basis by filing an Application for 
Appointment of Reduced-Fee Mediator.  This form is available at the Clerk of 
Court’s office.  Useful information about mediation and mediators, including fee 
information, can be obtained from the website http://www.mediateiowa.org or 
by calling Mediation Services of Eastern Iowa at 319-248-1940. 
 
“Failure to attend mediation by the date set by the Court could result in a delay 
in having your case set for hearing or trial.  It could also cause you to be fined by 
the Court.” 
 

3) Court staff fill in the blanks in paragraph III, selecting a default mediator from the list of 

approved D6 mediators, rotating through that list.   

4) Reduced Fee Mediator:  The parties may make a request for reduced fee mediator by 

filing the Application for Appointment of Reduced-Fee Mediator (Attachment C).  All 

roster mediators have agreed to take reduced fee appointments by the Court.  This 

application must be filed along with a form of proof of qualification as listed below: 

 FIP 

 WIC 

 Food Stamps 

 Supplements Security Income (SSI) from the Social Security 

Administration 

 OR provide proof that you are represented by Legal Aid Society or by a 

Volunteer Lawyers Project lawyer qualified for reduced fee services.  

Parties who meet the Iowa Legal Aid eligibility guidelines may also 

qualify. 

 OR provide proof of having an income of no more than 200% of the 

Federal Poverty Level income by completing and filing the financial 

affidavit form (Attachment D). 

Upon review and approval by the Court, the Court will appoint a reduced fee mediator (on a 

rotational basis working through the roster mediator list). 
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5) Waiver from Mediation:  If the parties feel that mediation is not appropriate in their 

case, either party (must be filed separately by each party) can file an Application for 

Waiver of Mediation (Attachment E) with the Court for consideration. 

6) Mediation Report:  If a mediation report is not filed by the assigned mediator within 14 

days of completion of mediation, an attorney or party shall file a Family Law Mediation 

Report as prescribed by the Supreme Court of Iowa.  This form may be found at 

https://www.iowacourts.gov/for-the-public/court-forms/ under the Family Law Folder. 

7) Agreement:  Any agreement, either full or partial, reached at mediation must be 

submitted to the Court for review and approval no later than 30 days following the 

conclusion of mediation, or 48 hours prior to any scheduled proceeding to which the 

agreement relates, whichever date is earlier.   
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