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SCOTT, Senior Judge. 

 Anthony Michael Sanders appeals his mandatory lifetime special 

sentence, imposed pursuant to Iowa Code section 903B.1 (2013), resulting from 

his conviction of lascivious acts with a child, a class “C” felony, in violation of 

Iowa Code section 709.8(2)(a) (2007), a crime he committed while a juvenile.  

Sanders claims the imposition of lifetime parole under section 903B.1 on a 

juvenile constitutes cruel and unusual punishment pursuant to the Eighth 

Amendment of the United States Constitution and article I, section 17 of the Iowa 

Constitution, relying upon the categorical differences between adult and juvenile 

offenders.  Sanders also claims the mandatory imposition of this special 

sentence, as statutorily required, violates State v. Lyle, 854 N.W.2d 378 (Iowa 

2014), by divesting a district court of its discretion to impose a lesser sentence. 

 Our supreme court recently addressed this issue in State v. Graham, ___ 

N.W. 2d ___, ___, 2017 WL 2291386, at *10 (Iowa 2017), and reaffirmed that 

lifetime special sentences under section 903B.1 do not categorically constitute 

cruel and unusual punishment, even when imposed upon criminal defendants 

who were juveniles at the time they committed the offense.  Thus, we affirm 

without further opinion.  See Iowa Ct. R. 21.26(1)(c). 

 AFFIRMED. 

 


